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CONTACT DETAILS:
If you would have any questions 
regarding ILDS Membership, 
please contact the Membership 
Officer: membership@ilds.org.

For all other questions, please 
email: info@ilds.org

Registered office: 
International League of Dermatological Societies 

Willan House, 4 Fitzroy Square
London W1T 5HQ

www.ilds.org | info@ilds.org

The International League of Dermatological Societies is a registered charity in 
England and Wales (1111469) and a company limited by guarantee, registered in 

England and Wales (05466148).

mailto:membership%40ilds.org?subject=ILDS%20Membership
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Introduction from the ILDS President

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your interest in the International League of Dermatological 
Societies (ILDS). 

The ILDS is a unique umbrella organisation for professional dermatology member organisations of all sizes that has shaped international dermatology for 
more than 135 years. Mainly known for the World Congress of Dermatology, one of the largest dermatology meetings in the world, the ILDS undertakes 
many other projects and programmes to promote the learning and sharing of knowledge around the world. We foster partnerships and networks to facilitate 
the development of innovative ideas, knowledge transfer and understanding between groups and individuals with shared as well as different experiences. 
These connections provide opportunities to raise awareness of the cross-cutting nature of skin health and to increase the profile of dermatology globally.

We are proud to be the only dermatological organisation with ‘official relations’ with the World Health Organization, allowing us to ensure that dermatology 
and skin health is championed at the highest level to ensure its inclusion in global health policy. 

ILDS Members play an important role in and are the heart of our Society. ILDS’ successes are only achievable through our collaborative community ensuring 
the ILDS is relevant and knowledgeable of the dermatological challenges and opportunities faced and how we can improve the skin health of people around 
the world.

If you are part of a dermatological member society who is not already an ILDS Member, please do consider joining our community. There are many benefits 
which you can read about in this document and we really can only make a difference with your input.

Stay informed - we encourage you to keep up to date with all the latest ILDS news. Sign up to our newsletter and follow @ILDSDerm on social media 
channels to be the first to hear the latest developments and opportunities with ILDS and global dermatology.

Sincere thanks again for your interest in the ILDS. We hope to work alongside you in the future as we all work towards our joint goal of 
#SkinHealth4theWorld. 

With warm personal greetings

Henry W. Lim
ILDS President

http://q-r.to/ilds-social
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Who we are
The ILDS is a unique umbrella organisation for professional dermatology member organisations of all sizes. We represent dermatology at the highest level 
through our ‘official relations’ status with the World Health Organization (WHO), championing dermatology and skin health to ensure its inclusion in global 
health policy.

To attain the best possible skin health for all people 
around the world.

To increase awareness, cooperation and communication 
within the global dermatology community to promote 
high quality education, 	clinical care, research and 
innovation that will improve skin health globally.

Our Vision Our Mission
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Our core values

Whilst the ILDS is well known as the organiser of the World Congress of Dermatology (WCD), one of the largest dermatology events in the world, it also 
contributes to the improvement of global dermatological services through a wide range of projects, programmes, and partnerships, all of which align to the 
ILDS’ core values: 

 to maximise our impact by 
measuring and evaluating 

progress towards our 
strategic objectives

Collaboration Impact Communication Evidence Leadership

to work with integrity in 
accountable partnerships 
with ILDS Members and 

other stakeholders

Collaboration Impact Communication Evidence Leadership

 to raise awareness and 
communicate effectively 

globally

to ensure that our 
work reflects the best 

knowledge, practices and 
evidence

to identify strategic 
priorities and commit 
resources based on 

realistic assessments of our 
capabilities

The ILDS provides leadership and support through global initiatives, projects and policies to help people affected by skin disease. 

We work on many international projects, programmes, partnerships, and networks to improve skin health around the world. From our annual grant 
programmes and the activities of our Committees and Working Groups, to the Community Skin Health (CSH) Journal and developing guidelines with the 
World Health Organization (WHO), our efforts continue to expand and make a global impact.

The ILDS is a global organisation, raising dermatology issues at the highest level. We work closely with many other groups, including the World Health 
Organization (WHO). These connections provide opportunities to raise awareness of the cross-cutting nature of skin health and to increase the profile of 
dermatology globally.
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Our Members

Our Members play an important role in the ILDS. From delivering treatment and training through our programmes, to helping develop 
our strategic objectives, ILDS Members are at the heart of our Society. 

ILDS Membership brings together national, regional and international dermatological societies from around the world to create a unique 
community working towards the ILDS’ vision of ‘Skin Health for the World’.

The ILDS proudly represents 

over 200,000 dermatologists 

from more than 200
 dermatological societies in 

over 100 countries 
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ILDS Board of Directors

The ILDS Board of Directors 
are elected by the ILDS 
Members and comprise of 
International and Regional 
Directors to ensure ILDS is 
representative of dermatology 
around the world. They ensure 
the work of the ILDS is carried 
out according to our vision 
and mission.

The 2023 - 2027 ILDS Board 
comprises of 20 Directors 
with three officers; President, 
Secretary-General and 
Treasurer. The Board meet 
regularly throughout the year 
to oversee ILDS programmes 
and activities. 

Henry W. Lim
ILDS President

María Ivonne Arellano Mendoza
ILDS Secretary General

Stephen Shumack
ILDS Treasurer

Antonio Torrelo 
Regional Director 

for Europe

Claire Fuller
Chair of the IFD

George Hruza 
Regional Director 
for USA & Canada 

Jin Ho Chung 
Regional Director 

for Asia Pacific

Jorge Ocampo-
Candiani

WCD 2027 President

Ketty Peris
International 

Director

Lars French 
Immediate Past 

President

Lidia Rudnicka 
International 

Director

Luca Borradori
Regional Director 

for Europe

Manabu Fujimoto 
Regional Director 

for Asia Pacific 

Martin Röcken 
International 

Director

Ncoza Dlova
International 

Director

Qianjin Lu 
Associate Director

Rashmi Sarkar
Regional Director for South 

Asia, Middle East and Africa

Ricardo Romiti 
Regional Director for Latin 

America and the Caribbean

Roy Chan
WCD 2023 
President 

Venkataram Mysore
 Regional Director for South 

Asia, Middle East and Africa

Esther Freeman
Observer 

(IFD Vice-Chair)
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Chief Executive Officer
Arpita Bhose

Head of Operations
Emma van Rooijen

Communications Lead
Amarni Wood

Programmes Coordinator
Becca Garratt

Membership Officer
Lisa Jacobs

Grants Coordinator
Jianing Li

WHO & Collaborations Coordinator
Homa Chuku

Events & Operations Assistant
Katie Wright

ILDS Secretariat

The ILDS Secretariat are the administrative staff who are responsible for the day to day running of the ILDS. Overseen by Arpita Bhose, Chief Executive 
Officer, the Secretariat is comprised of a dedicated team to support all aspects of the ILDS and its projects and programmes. 

Should you wish to contact a member of the Secretariat, please contact: info@ilds.org

Global Skin Health Project Coordinator
Jennifer Kilmer

Programmes Coordinator
Undraa Bayasgalan

mailto:info%40ilds.org?subject=ILDS%20Enquiry
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The World Congress of Dermatology 

Organised by the ILDS, the World Congress of 
Dermatology (WCD) is one of the largest dermatology 
meetings in the world. The event enables specialists 
to share their knowledge, research results and clinical 
experiences, and build their professional networks.

The first WCD was held in Paris in 1889 and is held every 
four years (where possible). Over the past 135 years, 
the WCD has brought together experts and relevant 
organisations and raised the importance of skin diseases. 

ILDS Member Societies can bid to 
host the WCD with the location 
chosen through a competitive 
bidding process and a vote by ILDS 
Members at the ILDS Annual General 
Meeting (AGM). 

World Congress of Dermatology 2027

	 21 to 26 June 2027

	 Guadalajara, Mexico 

Jointly hosted by the Mexican Academy of Dermatology, the Mexican 

Society of Dermatology, the Mexican Society of Cosmetic Dermatologic 

& Laser and the Mexican Society of Dermatologic Surgery & Oncology, 

planning is now well underway for the next WCD in 2027.

Visit the WCD2027 website for the latest news and updates and we 

hope to see you in Guadalajara!

Visit the 
WCD2027 

website

What we do

https://www.wcd2027guadalajara.org/
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•	 continuing refinement of the ICD-

11 MMS and Dermatology Specialty 

classifications in relation to skin and 

related diseases; 

•	 improving recognition of NTDs by 

front-line healthcare workers using 

skin signs of disease; 

•	 providing assistance with revisions 

to list of skin condition related 

essential medicines; and 

•	 providing technical assistance on 

ultraviolet radiation-induced skin 

disease.​ 

The ILDS visits the WHO-HQ in Geneva annually for meetings with the WHO units/departments we collaborate 
with. These include:

The ILDS contributes to its work and priorities by:

The ILDS is the only dermatological organisation in official relations with the World Health Organization 
(WHO), enabling us to raise multiple dermatological issues at the highest level. 

Our official relations with the World Health Organization

Dr. José Antonio Ruiz  
Postigo, MD, PhD, 

World Health 
Organization (WHO)

“The role that ILDS 
plays in its partnership 
with the World Health 
Organization is simply 
crucial”

•	 International Classification of 

Diseases

•	 Essential Medicines

•	 Neglected Tropical Diseases

•	 Non-Communicable Diseases

•	 Occupational Health

•	 Ageing and Life Course

•	 Emerging Infections.
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International Foundation of Dermatology

The International Foundation for Dermatology (IFD) was created in 1987 by the ILDS to improve skin health in areas of 
low resource. It supports projects all over the world including Africa, Asia Pacific and South America. The IFD is critical 
to helping ILDS achieve its goal of #SkinHealth4theWorld.

In 2022 alone, the IFD distributed $ 500,000 in funding and worked with a global network of partners to support skin 
health initiatives in low-resource areas worldwide that are available, accessible and effective for all patients, regardless 
of ethnicity, disability or social background. Key projects include the Regional Dermatology Training Centre in Tanzania 
and the Community Skin Health journal, as well as projects in Argentina, Cambodia and Mexico to name a few.

RDTC, Moshi, Tanzania

Dr Claire Fuller
IFD Chair

“Together with our 
Members, Partners and 
project leaders, we 
work to deliver projects 
that have a meaningful 
impact on the lives 
of dermatology 
patients around the 
world, particularly 
those in under-served 
communities”
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Our projects and programmes

 

The aim of the GPEC programme is to improve the 
standard of dermatological education and care 
worldwide, through facilitating mutual learning 
partnerships between organisations. We seek to pair 
up dermatology departments to establish bi-directional 
knowledge exchange, furthering ILDS’ vision to attain 
the best possible skin health for all people around the 
world.

We work closely with the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and other partners to support the prevention 
and control of NCDs. Building on the success of the 
Global Psoriasis Atlas which was established in 2017 
in response to the WHO Global Report on Psoriasis 
(2016), ILDS is working with a range of stakeholders to 
develop other Atlases to promote access to skin health 
across a range of dermatological conditions, including 
the Global Atopic Dermatitis Atlas launched in 2022. 

Skin NTDs continue to have a low profile and status in 
public health priorities. To help address this, Neglected 
Tropical Diseases NGO Network (NNN) members 
established the Skin NTD Cross-Cutting Group to 
ensure that these neglected diseases receive adequate 
attention and financial support within the WHO NTD 
Roadmap 2021-2030. The International Foundation for 
Dermatology (IFD) is a member of the NNNSCCG and 
also provides operational support to the Group. IFD 
Chair, Dr Claire Fuller, is the NNNSCCG Chair.

https://www.globalpsoriasisatlas.org/en/
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/204417
https://www.atopicdermatitisatlas.org/en/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/GPEC/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/non-communicable-diseases-ncds/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/neglected-tropical-diseases-ntds/
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The ILDS leads the Dermatology Topic Advisory 
Group (TAG) for the 11th revision of the ICD. The ILDS 
has been involved in the revision since 2008 when 
we were invited to be the ICD-11 TAG leader. Over 
the last decade, the TAG has overseen the revision 
of the ‘Diseases of the Skin’ chapter as well as many 
dermatologically relevant diseases located in other 
chapters of ICD. There are now over 2,000 different 
defined skin disorders that have been characterised as 
part of the ICD-11 development process.

The ILDS World Skin Summit brings the leaders of 
our Member and Partner organisations together to 
discuss the challenges they face. The Summit provides 
an opportunity for leaders to share experiences and 
develop strategies to improve skin health at local, 
national, regional and global levels.

Through the IFD, the ILDS provides two types of grants 
programmes: DermLink and DermImpact. DermLink 
is an annual grants programme that provides support 
for ILDS Members to undertake initiatives that help 
patients with skin disease in underserved parts of 
the world. DermImpact Grants Programme provides 
support for projects that are looking to build capacity in 
underserved regions/communities to improve care and 
services for patients with skin diseases.

https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/international-classification-of-diseases-icd-11/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/grants/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/ilds-world-skin-summit/
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World Skin Health Day is a joint project of the 
International League of Dermatological Societies 
(ILDS) and the International Society of Dermatology 
(ISD). ​Since 2013, World Skin Health Day has been 
taking place across the world to raise awareness of 
and treat a diverse range of skin conditions. Taking 
part in World Skin Health Day helps to raise awareness 
about the wide-ranging impact of skin disease, as well 
as supporting people needing treatment in their local 
communities.

ILDS Members have the opportunity to nominate 
members who have made an outstanding contribution 
to global dermatology for one of our prestigious ILDS 
Awards. The Certificate of Appreciation (COA) is 
awarded annually in either international leadership or 
humanitarian dermatology. Awarded bi-annually, the 
Young Dermatologist International Achievement (YDIA) 
Awards recognises recently qualified dermatologists 
making outstanding contributions, particularly for 
patients in under-served areas of the world.

The Community Skin Health Journal (CSH) is the 
official Journal of the IFD (formerly known as the 
Community Dermatology Journal). It is a dermatology 
resource for healthcare workers in under-served areas 
and it provides up to date, relevant information on 
the diagnosis and treatment of skin disease. It is a 
useful resource for educating health workers and the 
populations they serve and for keeping in touch with 
dermatology services in low-resource areas.

https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/certificates-of-appreciation/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/young-dermatologist-achievement-award/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/world-skin-health-day/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/community-skin-health-journal/
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The ILDS is continuously finding new ways to make a difference to the global community through dermatology so please do check our 
website regularly for news of new projects and ways to get involved. 

In 1990, the Regional Dermatology Training Centre 
(RDTC) in Moshi, Tanzania, was founded as a joint 
enterprise between the ILDS and the Tanzanian Ministry 
of Health, Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre. The 
RDTC serves as a supra-regional training, research and 
clinical centre providing care to dermatological patients 
and training to medical Assistants and Clinical Officers. 
Following the success of the RDTC, the ILDS has recently 
committed funds to advance dermatology training for 
the Pacific Island Nations through the support of the 
Pacific Dermatology Training Centre (PDTC) at Tamavua 
Twomey Hospital in Suva, Fiji.

The Grand Challenges in Global Skin Health initiative 
addresses the significant burden of skin diseases 
worldwide focussing on research, education, clinical 
application, and support at local, national and 
international levels. This initiative aims to improve the 
lives of individuals affected by skin disorders through 
targeted actions, multidisciplinary collaboration and the 
formation of international alliances to address specific 
issues. Currently, the ILDS are involved in the following 
projects: Global Psoriasis Atlas; Global Atopic Dermatitis 
Atlas; Global Hidradenitis Suppurativa Atlas; Global 
Vitiligo Atlas and Chronic Prurigo.

https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/regional-dermatology-training-centre/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/regional-dermatology-training-centre/
https://www.ilds.org/news-events/news/ilds-pdtc-funding-announcement/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/global-psoriasis-atlas/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/global-atopic-dermatitis-atlas/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/global-atopic-dermatitis-atlas/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/global-hidradenitis-supprativa-atlas/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/global-vitiligo-atlas/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/global-vitiligo-atlas/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/chronic-prurigo/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/regional-dermatology-training-centre/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/grand-challenges-in-global-skin-health/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/project-and-programme/regional-dermatology-training-centre/
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Partnerships and Networks

The theme for our 2020-2023 Strategy, Global Partnerships for Skin Health, recognised our increasingly interconnected world where health issues cross 
borders and that we can only achieve our vision of ‘Skin Health for the World’ by working with others.

The partnerships that we foster through our activities lead to improvements in the quality and availability of skin health resources and services worldwide. 
Strengthening partnerships and networks facilitates the development of innovative ideas, knowledge transfer and understanding between groups and 
individuals with shared as well as different experiences. These connections provide opportunities to raise awareness of the cross-cutting nature of skin 
health and to increase the profile of dermatology globally.

The ILDS is committed to the inclusion of the patient 
voice in our work and we collaborate with patients’ 
organisations across a range of areas. The ILDS 
Patients’ Organisations Committee was set up in 2020 
to ensure that the patients’ voice is considered in ILDS 
activities and to foster dialogue and partnerships 
between the ILDS, its Members, and patients’ 
organisations to improve access to dermatological 
patient-centred healthcare worldwide.

Founded by Dr Esther Freeman and Dr Claire Fuller 
in 2018, the GLODERM’s mission is to improve ‘Skin 
Health for Everyone, Everywhere’ by connecting 
dermatologists and trainees who are dedicated 
to improving skin health for all in resource-limited 
communities, locally and globally. With multiple 
activities and programmes, including the GLODERM 
Mentorship Programme, training the next generation 
of global health dermatology leaders, and a free 
Educational Webinar Series.

https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/partnerships-and-networks/patients-organisations/
https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/partnerships-and-networks/gloderm/
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The ILDS and the International Alliance of Dermatology 
Patient Organizations (also known as GlobalSkin) are 
working together to produce a series of webinars 
across a range of dermatological issues bringing 
together dermatologists and patient leaders in a forum 
to share experiences and information.

Founded in 2012 with the support of the ILDS and 
other partners, the International Alliance for the Control 
of Scabies (IACS) is a global network of researchers, 
clinicians and public health experts committed to 
the control of human scabies and the promotion of 
health and well-being of all those living in affected 
communities. 

The ILDS is proud to be a founding partner of the 
World Skin Health Coalition.

This Coalition brings together a multi-stakeholder 
group of like-minded organisations focused on putting 
medical dermatology on the global health agenda. It 
will advocate to the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and other decision makers globally to elevate the 
healthcare prioritisation of dermatological diseases. 

https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/partnerships-and-networks/ilds-and-iadpo-webinar-series/
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The ILDS’ ongoing commitment to improving skin health around the world continues to provide many opportunities to expand our network 
with new collaborations and partnerships.

Please check the ILDS website regularly for updates.

The Migrant Health Dermatology Working Group 
(MHDWG) of the IFD brings together global 
specialists to discuss skin health issues facing 
migrants and refugees, developing and sharing 
best practice as advocates for improved skin health 
provision for migrants, refugees and internally 
displaced people (IDPs).

https://www.ilds.org/what-we-do/partnerships-and-networks/migrant-health-dermatology-working-group/
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Get to know the ILDS

For further insight into the ILDS, we welcome you to view our new video library of ILDS interviews showcasing areas of the ILDS’ work 
and our programmes.

As we build this informative library, please do check our YouTube channel for updates.

Get to know:
ILDS

Get to know:
IFD

ILDS &
the WHO

Get to know:
ILDS’ President

Get to know:
GLODERM

ILDS &
Patients’ Organisations

Dermatology over the 
next 5 years

Get to know:
GADA
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About ILDS Membership

Membership of the ILDS brings together national, regional and international dermatological societies from around the world to create a unique community 
working towards the ILDS’ vision of ‘Skin Health for the World’. Our Members play an important role in the ILDS. From delivering treatment and training 
through our programmes, to helping develop our strategic objectives, ILDS Members are at the heart of our Society. 

ILDS Membership provides many benefits including fantastic networking opportunities, nomination of your own members to receive prestigious ILDS 
Awards and achieve global recognition for their work, discounted registration to ILDS events, opportunities to promote your work globally and the 
opportunity to help the ILDS shape global dermatology practice through our connection with the WHO. 

By being a part of this unique community, we hope ILDS Members will take every opportunity to engage with us as we share and learn together to achieve 
our joint goal of skin health for all. 

 ILDS Membership enables your society to:

Strengthen your organisation’s impact by 
joining a global network of dermatological 
societies advocating for skin health

Contribute to global dermatology policies 
through our official relations with the World 
Health Organization

Be part of international efforts to 
strengthen dermatological care and 
services in underserved communities 
through our Foundation, the IFD

Collaborate with peers from around the 
world to share experiences, expertise and 
develop strategies improve skin health at 
local, national, regional and global levels

Increase your organisation’s global 
visibility through ILDS’ international 

network and platforms

Receive discounted registration for your 
members at the ILDS’ flagship event, the 

World Congress of Dermatology

Access grants to support  
dermatological projects and 

initiatives in underserved areas

Attend free webinars and 
events to improve your

dermatological practice
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ILDS Member Feedback*
Hear from our valued ILDS Members on how they have 

benefitted from ILDS Membership and what it means to 
their Society and its members to be part of our 

unique global community.

*Quotes taken from the ILDS Member Survey 2024

“Membership have been instrumental in advancing the 
professional development of our member dermatologists”

“ILDS is an 
inclusive society 
provides support 

and grants to 
other societies and 
allows networking 
and advances in 
the promotion 

of Dermatology 
worldwide”

“It give us the chance 
to be in contact with 
prestigious medical 

societies”

“Being part of 
this community 
encourages us 

to carry out 
more activities 
to promote the 

skin health of our 
population”

“Great collaborative 
opportunities for our 

members and the global 
dermatology opinion 

leaders”

“The ILDS has given 
Dermatologists in the 
country opportunities 
to join international 

research and improve the 
clinical practice at home, 

by gaining “evidence-
based” up-to-date and 
current knowledge in 

Dermatological care and 
practice worldwide.”

“Our Society has 
benefited immensely 
through networking 

with member societies, 
assisting in supporting 

our local communities via 
grants, which not only 

benefits the communities 
but also helps growing 

Dermatologists with 
research work”

“ILDS membership 
has increased 

the visibility of 
our society. It 

has allowed us to 
reach the larger 
community and 

make a difference 
to the global 
dermatology”

“As a country with numerous 
limitations in the management of 
dermatology patients, the multi-

faceted support we receive is 
remarkable”

“Connecting with 
other societies, 

sharing experience 
and knowledge”

“The ILDS has helped 
individual members of our 
Association to gain more 
knowledge and improve 

our practice”

“Good relationship and 
spirit of camaraderie”
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Classes of membership

Affiliated SocietyMember Society

For the main/primary national 
society of dermatology within each 
country working within the field of 
dermatology - representing members 
from its own (one) country (such as 
AAD or SIDeMaST). In countries where 
there is more than one national society, 
proof may be required that there is 
little/no overlap of members. 50% + 
1 (majority) of its members MUST be 
dermatologists and the Society MUST 
have been established/ registered for 
more than 4 years.

Votes: Allocated based on number of fee-paying 
members (maximum of 10 votes per Member 
Society) as per ILDS By-Laws.

For international or regional 
dermatological societies of dermatology 
or national specialist societies working 
within the field of dermatology - 
representing dermatologists 
internationally or regionally (such as 
EADV, CILAD etc) OR national specialist 
societies of dermatology (such as the 
lymphoma, photodermatology or MOHS 
for example). 50% + 1 (majority) of 
its members MUST be dermatologists 
and the Society MUST have been 
established/ registered for more than 4 
years.

Votes: Entitled to one vote as per ILDS By-Laws.

Observer Society

For societies within the field of 
dermatology that are not yet eligible to 
become a Member Society or Affiliated 
Society i.e.. those who meet the criteria 
but are under 4 years old. Also includes 
those who have applied for Member / 
Affiliated Society Membership and have 
been approved in the year preceding 
a World Congress of Dermatology 
(category changes following the WCD 
year).

Votes: Not entitled to vote as per ILDS By-Laws.
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NOTES

*This list is not exhaustive and benefits may 
be amended from time to time. All benefits 
are subject to your membership being in 
good standing.

1.	 Specific criteria may apply depending on 
each Award - see Awards page.

2.	 Number of votes depending on membership 
class - see ByLaws.

3.	 Currently under review for 2027.

4.	 Terms and conditions apply,

5.	 Terms and conditions apply.

Benefits Member 
Society

Affiliated 
Society

Observer 
Society

  Be part of a community representing dermatology at the highest 
level through the ILDS’ official relations with the WHO

  Contribute to the humanitarian work of the International 
Foundation for Dermatology through your membership fees

  Apply for member-only grants such as DermLink

  Nominate your members to receive prestigious ILDS Awards1

  Submit articles for the ILDS Membership Initiatives Directory, 
shared globally

  Showcase your work in our Membership Gallery

  Vote at General Meetings and on special resolutions including the 
election of Directors and location of the next World Congress2

  Nominate an approved individual to be a candidate for election 
as ILDS Director3

  Submit items of business for consideration at a General Meeting

  Submit a bid to host the World Congress of Dermatology (WCD)

  Host a Sister Society meeting at the WCD4

  Receive discounted registration to attend the WCD

  Take part in global campaigns (e.g. World Skin Health Day)

  Attend exclusive events including webinars, receptions and the 
ILDS World Skin Summit

  Promote your international events via our website/newsletter5
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Membership benefits

ILDS membership fees contribute to the 
work of the ILDS and our foundation, the 
International Foundation of Dermatology, 
however being an ILDS Member also 
provides many benefits and opportunities 
for your Society and your members. 

We are constantly seeking to improve and 
develop further programmes, projects 
and activities to support you in practice 
and champion the role of dermatologists 
globally. 

Here you can find just some of the 
current benefits*, depending on class of 
membership.

  Hold a Sister Society meeting at the AAD annual meeting

https://ilds.contentfiles.net/media/documents/ILDS_By-Laws_September_2023.pdf
https://bit.ly/466JcNC

https://bit.ly/3PVLtFP
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ILDS Awards

The ILDS, as part of its work in global dermatology, aims to recognise dermatologists and others in the field of dermatological care who have made an 
outstanding contribution to improving the experience for people with skin diseases. 

One of the benefits of ILDS membership is the opportunity for societies to nominate their members (subject to eligiblity) for one of our prestigious ILDS 
Awards - the Certificate of Appreciation (COA) or the Young Dermatologist International Achievement (YDIA) Award - providing recipients with global 
recognition for their work.. 

Certificate of Appreciation

The ILDS Certificate of Appreciation is awarded annually and aims to recognise 
dermatologists and others in the field of dermatological care who have made an outstanding 
contribution in either International Leadership or Humanitarian Dermatology.

Eligible ILDS Members may nominate up to 2 people in total from their society - these can be 
two nominations in one category or one nomination in each category. 

Young Dermatologist International Achievement (YDIA) Award

The YDIA Award is awarded biennially, to coincide with the World Congress of Dermatology 
(WCD) and the ILDS World Skin Summit (WSS), to recognise recently qualified 
dermatologists who have made an outstanding contribution to international dermatology, 
particularly for patients in under-served areas of the world. 

The Award is presented to one individual from each of the six ILDS Regions and recipients 
are invited to attend the WCD/WSS. The Awards are presented by the ILDS President.
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ILDS Newsletter

The ILDS Newsletter is sent on a quarterly basis and contains all the 
latest news and information regarding ILDS activities. It also includes 
opportunities to get involved, updates on IFD work and our global 
advocacy work with the WHO, details on WCD progress, webinars and 
events (including ILDS Member events*). 

Subscribe today to receive all the latest information direct to your 
inbox.

*subject to eligibility of event

Issue 3 (2024) - Advocating for Skin Health on a 
Global Scale 

Hear from 42 inspirational ILDS Members who have 
reported on the creative and informative initiatives and 
updates they have undertaken over the past year, all of 
which are proof of the influential and life-changing work 
being undertaken globally every single day. 

Issue 2 (2023) Issue 1 (2018)

Member Initiatives Directory

The ILDS Member Initiatives Directory is an annual publication allowing valued ILDS Members to showcase their 
inspiring projects and activities through the submission of dedicated articles that support and enhance dermatology 
around the world.

Addressing challenges in global skin health, the Directory is published every summer to promote the sharing and 
exchange of information between our members in order to educate and empower dermatologists around the world. 

https://bit.ly/ILDSNewsletter-SignUp
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Membership fees

In accordance with the ILDS 
By-Laws (2023 revision), 
ILDS Membership fees are 
dependant on the class of 
membership and the country 
of registration for each 
Society.

Membership class
Lower

Income level

Upper

US$150.00  US$250.00

Member Society

US$150.00 US$250.00Affiliated Society

US$100.00  US$200.00Observer Society

Number of fee-paying 
members

Up to 100 members

Not applicable

Not applicable

US$150.00 plus US$1.25 
per member over 100

US$250.00 plus US$1.75 
per member over 100 

101 or more members

How to join

The ILDS welcomes online applications from dermatological member societies who 
meet the eligibility criteria set out on page 22.  

The ILDS Membership Committee reviews each application and approval is granted 
by the ILDS Board.

Following the Board decision, official notification of the outcome of applications shall 
be sent within five (5) Working Days. 
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https://www.tfaforms.com/4976775
https://www.tfaforms.com/4976775
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9. Support our work

 

Donate
Support the work of the ILDS and IFD

Donating to the ILDS and the IFD can be an incredibly meaningful 
way to make a real difference in the lives of people who suffer from 
skin diseases. Skin diseases affect millions of people around the world, 
causing physical discomfort, emotional distress, and social stigma. 

By donating, you can help us to fund projects and programmes 
designed to promote high quality education, clinical care, research and 
innovation within the global dermatology community.

Your donation, no matter how small, can help make a real impact on 
the lives of people who suffer from skin diseases, and help to advance 
the field of dermatology for generations to come. You can even choose 
the project/programme you would like your donation to go to via our 
donation form.

All donors get a special mention in our annual thank you shared on our 
website and on social media enhancing your Society’s global profile.

Please consider supporting the work of the ILDS and the IFD. 

https://www.ilds.org/donate/


© International League of Dermatological Societies 31

ILDS Membership

10. Connect with us

Social media is a valuable tool for ILDS to connect with members and dermatology professionals 
worldwide. By following ILDS, you gain instant access to global dermatology news, updates, and 
networking opportunities. 

Stay informed, connect with peers, and join us in promoting skin health for the world!

@ILDSDerm | @IFDerm | @GLODERM | @WorldSkinDay

International League of Dermatological Societies

http://q-r.to/ilds-social
https://www.facebook.com/ILDSDerm
https://www.instagram.com/ildsderm/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ildsderm/
https://www.youtube.com/@ildsderm
https://twitter.com/ILDSDerm
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