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Introduction

The ILDS Member Initiatives Directory was first published in 2018 during the World Skin Summit
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, followed by a second edition in 2023 launched to coincide with
the World Congress of Dermatology in Singapore. The primary objective of the Directory has
always been to offer valued ILDS Members a platform to highlight the remarkable work carried
out by their societies. The positive feedback and inspirational articles received have been
incredible, and as a result, the ILDS is proud to announce that this Directory will now be an
annual publication.

Accordingly, | am delighted to present the ILDS’ third edition of the ILDS Member Initiatives
Directory entitled “Advocating for Skin Health on a Global Scale”, containing articles from 42
ILDS Member Societies across several themes:

The future of dermatology: threats and opportunities

What are the truly unmet needs in dermatology

Access to dermatologic health and medical skin treatment and care

Training and education

Global volunteerism: Addressing the challenges in global and national skin health
The future of dermatology as a discipline

SNGIENENENIES

| am sure you will agree that the sheer level and volume of work undertaken is truly humbling.
| do hope you will read each article and feel proud, as | do, to be part of such an inspirational
profession making outstanding efforts to promote skin health across the world.

Sincere thanks to the ILDS Members who submitted their articles this year, and | hope that
the creative and informative projects highlighted in this Directory will not only enhance your
knowledge, offer guidance, and fortify your dermatological practice, but also inspire you to be
part of this Directory next year.

It is truly encouraging to see that, collectively, we can make huge
progress toward achieving “Skin Health for the World”.

Professor Henry W. Lim
ILDS President

Disclaimer:

The Articles and any associated images included in this Directory have been written/provided by the
respective ILDS Member Society. The ILDS shall not be held liable for any claim associated with the
content published in this Directory nor shall the ILDS be liable for any misinformation provided.

The information in this Directory remains the Intellectual Property of the ILDS and the ILDS Members
who have authored the Articles. You may not reuse, republish or reprint any such content without prior
written consent.

If you have any questions, please contact info@ilds.org.

© International League of Dermatological Societies 2024
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African Dermatopathology
Society

Dermatopathology training and education in Africa
THEME: Training and education

Dermatology patients account for 10-62% of out-patient clinic consultations'3. A complete evaluation and
management of the dermatology patient is incomplete without a dermatopathology input irrespective of the
diagnosis: inflammatory or neoplastic*®. Over the years in most countries, this dermatopathology input has been
provided by surgical pathologists. However, dermatopathologists currently provide this service in some counties.
Dermatopathologists are dermatologists or surgical pathologists specifically trained in the diagnosis of skin pathology.
The number of dermatopathologists that exist is a far cry from what is currently required and this is a worldwide
problem.

Africa is not left out in this dearth of dermatopathologists®”. This lack of dermatopathologists results in

delays and sometimes wrongful diagnoses. The main challenge has been with the training and education of
dermatopathologists. There are no recognised institutes or centres for training in dermatopathology in Africa. A few
individuals have gone out of the continent to acquire this knowledge in Europe, the United States of America, and the
United Kingdom. This quest for dermatopathology training has thrown up its own challenges of the cost of training
outside of Africa, the cost of examinations and certifications.

In 2009, a concerted effort to increase the knowledge of dermatopathology was berthed by Helmut Beltraminelli,
himself, a dermatologist and a dermatopathologist. This was at the Regional Dermatology Training Centre in
Tanzania, East Africa. This was mostly an informal training and mentoring of dermatologists, surgical pathologists and
dermatopathologists in the process of providing dermatopathology services at the centre. The advent of this training
resulted in the award of the international diploma in dermatopathology to some individuals. In addition, it gave rise
to the establishment of a yearly dermatopathology conference (African Dermatopathology Conference in Moshi,
Tanzania) in 2015 and the founding of the African Dermatopathology Society (ADPS) in 2017. These two laudable
projects are still functional till date. The conferences serve to improve knowledge, exchange ideas, network within
the continent and create awareness of dermatopathology.

The challenges of training and education in dermatopathology on the Continent is yet to leave us. This is creating a
huge service gap in the field of dermatology with the increasing population and the increasing number of individuals
seeking dermatological consults. Surgical pathologists and laboratories although not in abundance are not lacking in
Africa. The challenge is the access to and knowledge of dermatopathology.

Attendees at the 4th African Dermatopathology Conference.

Left - Dr Ukah C, Right - Dr Anaba EL

AN
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What is the way forward?

The International Society of Dermatology, International
Society of Dermatopathology, and the American
Academy provide travel grants to conferences,
mentoring, and short-term observer ship and fellowship
programs but these are usually to a few persons

each year. The establishment of training centres with
the provision of a standardised curriculum of study
domiciled in Africa will increase access to training,
reduce the cost of training, and in the long run improve
dermatological services in Africa. Those trained in Africa
will in turn take the knowledge to their centres with a
resultant increase in both formal and informal training. .

Acknowledgements

The following are acknowledged for their roles in the
ADPS. Beltraminelli H, Zuriel D, Uwajeni A, Temam F,
Grayson W, Moubarak M, Starink M.

Dr Helmut Beltraminelli, Organizer/Faculty making a presentation at the 4th
African Dermatopathology Conference
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Launching our Firefighter Skin Cancer Checks Program

THEME: What are the truly unmet needs in dermatology?

The American Academy of Dermatology (AAD) has
been dedicated to skin cancer awareness, prevention,
and detection for decades, supporting a variety of
programs to help educate the public, encourage sun-
safe behaviour, and support members in offering
optimal care. In 2024, we are launching the Academy’s
Firefighter Skin Cancer Checks Program to help address
an unmet need in this population.

Due to the extreme environments in which they often
find themselves during the course of their work,
firefighters are at a much greater risk of developing
skin cancer than average. Firefighters are exposed to a
multitude of carcinogens while fighting fires, including
asbestos, benzene, and formaldehyde, and these
carcinogens can be ingested, inhaled, and absorbed
through the skin. Firefighting is so uniquely dangerous
that the job itself is classified as a known human
carcinogen.

Firefighters have a 21% greater risk of melanoma
than the general population, and that number is even
higher among younger firefighters, with firefighters
between the ages of 30-49 having a 62% greater risk.
Itis an incredibly risky profession that is necessary
for keeping our cities and the people who live in
them safe. All of this is why the AAD developed the
Firefighter Skin Checks Program in collaboration with
the Firefighter Cancer Support Network (https://
firefightercancersupport.org).

We piloted the effort at the AAD’s Annual Meeting

in San Diego, California, on March 9, 2024. The pilot
event saw nearly 100 firefighters receive free skin
cancer checks from dozens of AAD members. We even
identified a potential melanoma! Plus, we started
building interest among our members in hosting their
own firefighter skin checks.

Firefighter screening during AAD in San Diego, March 2024

T TR

The program was launched nationwide on June 1,

2024. We kicked it off with a massive skin check event
located at the New York Fire Department’s training
academy on Randall’s Island in New York City, New York.
More than 280 free skin cancer checks took place as

13 dermatologists and dermatology residents spent

a Saturday volunteering their time and expertise to
protect the heroes who protect their communities.

AAD in San Diego, March 2024

The development of the AAD Firefighter Skin Cancer
Checks Program was inspired by AAD member Christine
Kannler, MD, FAAD, who lost her brother Peter, a
firefighter in Chelsea, Massachusetts, to cancer. Peter’s
death motivated Dr Kannler to expand the AAD’s
existing skin cancer checks program to firehouses, in
part to educate firefighters on the inherent increased
risk of their job that they may not have been aware of,
but also to help prevent any other families from having
to experience what hers did.

With the AAD’s launch of the targeted Firefighter Skin
Cancer Checks Program, Peter’s legacy will now spread
well beyond the firehouses that Dr Kannler can visit.
AAD members across the country are signing up to host
their own firefighter skin cancer check events. The AAD
provides these volunteers with a toolkit and skin cancer
check materials customized for the particular needs
and risks of firefighters. Our goal is to provide free skin
cancer checks to 10,000 firefighters by 2026. Interested
in learning more or signing up to host an event? Visit
www.aad.org/firefighters.
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Angolan College of Dermatology

and Venereology

Providing education and outreach care

THEME: Training and education

Skin-related Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs),
especially leprosy, filariasis and scabies, are still
widespread in Angola®.

As stakeholders of the coalition working for the control
and elimination of skin NTDs, Angolan dermatologists
play a key role in reducing missed and late diagnoses of
diseases and increasingly support clinical investigations,
disease surveillance, capacity building and activities to
enhance community knowledge on skin NTDs.

Albinism is a common genetic disorder in Angola
with a close prevalence observed in other sub-
Saharan countries. Out of the estimated 7000
persons with albinism, some 2000 are registered by
the health services. Experience shows that a great
majority consult very late, and demonstrate limited
knowledge about the disease and the means to
prevent and treat actinic damage. Improved access
to prevention, early treatment and social protection
of persons with albinism is expected following the
approval by Presidential Decree? of the multisectoral
and interministerial 2023-2027 plan to protect and
support persons with Albinism (PAPPA 2027). Taking
into account the social and economic level of people
with albinism, as well as the high cost of imported
sunscreens, their local production should become a
priority.

Celebrations of the International Albinism Awareness Day

Each year, on the occasion of the June International
Albinism Awareness Day, all dermatologists join

hands with persons with albinism, their families and
members of the support associations, offering free skin
cancer screening, information on the condition and

on sun-protection measures and products, showing
their full support to and solidarity with this vulnerable
population group.

Advances in education: since 2003, a growing number
of national dermatologists have been trained locally
and abroad, reaching a total of 37 in 2023. Posted in
seven provinces, a majority is working in the capital
city, Luanda, and a key challenge is to train and retain
specialists at provincial level. This is being addressed,
as a total of 34 residents are presently being trained
by the Dermatology Services of Huambo (12), Huila
(3) and Luanda (19). Pre-graduate provincial skin
diseases curricula need to be further harmonised, and
the creation of a national training centre is needed to
facilitate the teaching of advanced competencies in
some priority subspecialties. With World Bank support,
a health capacity-building project led by the Ministry
of Health has opened the way to train additional
specialists in Brazil and other countries. Continuous
education in dermatology of family doctors is ongoing
and should be further enhanced.

Providing education and outreach care to persons affected b
| leprosy and their family members

In conclusion, Angola is making progress in training
skilled dermatologists and other health professionals on
skin diseases, in order to address priority skin diseases.
The College of specialists and the newly constituted
SADV are committed to promoting the expansion of

the discipline in all 18 provinces. Angola would draw
great benefit from the creation of a national centre to
teach competencies in some priority subspecialties and
to support clinical and public health research in skin
diseases.

Resources and References

For more information, visit:
www.ordemdosmedicosdeangola.org

1. Almeida-Voumard LP, Almeida CC, Afonso E, Luvualu CN, Pedro JM,
Baptista MR, et al. skin-related neglected tropical diseases in Angola: a
retrospective analysis. Port ] Dermatol and Venereol 2023; 81(3)162-172

2. Presidéncia da Republica. PAPPA2023-2027. Didrio da Republica N2
193/23 of October 9, 2023
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DERMATOPATHOLOGY

The Asian Society of Dermatopathology - our journey

THEME: Training and education

From 2016 to 2019, a group of Asians from East Asia,
South Asia, South-East Asia and the US, with the passion
to promote and advance the education and practice of
dermatopathology in Asia, started laying the foundation
to form a Society of Dermatopathology. The office bearers
took office in November 2019, with Dr Wu Yu-Hung from
Taipei as the inaugural President who led the young
Society to establish itself as a strong professional Society.
The objectives of the Society are to promote academic
and professional activities in dermatopathology in Asia,
including regular meetings, research and academic
forums and to enhance and coordinate education and
training in dermatopathology. In short, it would meet
the hitherto unmet needs of a Society in advancing

the education and practice of dermatopathology here

in Asia, for underserved regions: students who would
otherwise find it difficult or not within their means to go
to the traditional centres in the US and Europe, to train
in dermatopathology. The timing was ripe as since 2015,
there have been two accredited Training Centres offering
fellowships for the ICDP-UEMS International Board
Certifying Examination in Dermatopathology, namely the
National Skin Centre in Singapore and Mackay Memorial
Hospital in Taipei.

The activities provided by the Society offer year-round,
continuous learning activities through online courses,
from basic to advanced covering the entire curriculum

of dermatopathology, and preparatory courses for those
who are taking the professional examinations in Pathology.
There are monthly webinars for talks given by various
experts, both in Asia and internationally. Every year,
there is the Annual ASD Meeting which brings together
experts from Asia and all over the world to share their
knowledge, expertise and research in dermatopathology,
hosted in conference venues in Asia. The first meeting
was in New Delhi (2018), followed by Kaohsiung (2019),
Singapore (2021), Manila (2022) and Osaka (Jan 2024).
All these activities and the Annual Meetings continued
during the COVID-19 pandemic period with minimal
disruption as the Annual Meetings went virtual or
hybrid. We have collaborations with the British Society
for Dermatopathology and Dermatopathology Training
Centre in Graz (courtesy of Lorenzo Cerroni) who allow our
members to access their meeting/Dia-Klinik to optimize
their learning opportunities. ASD also provides access to
the 1633 virtual slides library provided by Dr Tetsunori

Kimura to our members. The Society believes in investing
in the website functionalities to bring these activities
within reach of its members.

ASD Annual Meeting, Osaka, Japan - Janauary 2024

The Society published its first Special Issue “Asian
Dermatopathology” for Dermatopathology (Basel)
journal, an official journal of the European Society of
Dermatopathology, with Joyce Lee and M Ramam as the
guest editors. The issue received articles submitted from
Thailand, Taiwan, Korea, India, Singapore, Nepal and
Japan, and the journal received an impact factor of 1.9,
starting with this issue. In addition, the Society provides
a budget for best presentation awards (oral and poster),
2 travel grants and 2 or 3 visiting scholarship awards
annually.

From an initial group of 20 founding members, the Society
has grown to more than a hundred members in 2023.

This number will grow with the dermatological care needs
in Asia, for high-quality dermatological diagnoses that

will impact patient management in the present time and
years ahead. It will also develop dermatopathology as a
critical subspecialty by bringing the stakeholders together
collectively.

For more information about ASD, online training courses

and more, visit: www.asdermpath.org/

<« ILDS

-

4th ILDS World Skin Summit

Making Treatment Accessible and Affordable Worldwide

The ILDS World Skin Summit brings the leaders of our Member and Partner organisations together
to discuss the challenges they face. The Summit provides an opportunity for leaders to share
experiences and develop strategies to improve skin health at local, national, regional and global
levels.

The 4th ILDS World Skin Summit will take place in Cape Town, South Africa from 23-25 October
2025. The theme of the Summit is “Making Treatment Accessible and Affordable Worldwide”.
The focus will be on improving access to treatment and its costs on a global scale, assessing the
current issues our colleagues are facing and sharing successes and improvements to facilitate
meaningful discussion.

The Summit is an exclusive invite-only event for leaders of ILDS Member and Partner organisations.
Registration for the Summit is closed and will open at the end of 2024. More information will be
shared with ILDS Members in due course.

Save the date...
‘ 23-25 October 2025 ‘ Cape Town, South Africa

Find out more

or visit:

https://bit.ly/ILDSWSS
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Support of cosmetic directors

Association of Academic
Cosmetic Dermatology

ASSOCIATION OF
ACADEMIC
COSMETIC
DERMATOLOGY

On the faculty side, members work together to address key areas
where their roles in patient care and resident education could be more
standardized and better supported.

Members stay connected through the AACD Annual Meeting, an online
member directory, and the AACD’s Cosmetic Mentorship Program

for faculty. Together, AACD members have developed over 50 patient
educational handouts on common skin procedures, including pre- and
post-procedure care, frequently asked questions, and specific handouts
for patients with skin of colour. A repository of editable slide decks for
teaching cosmetics and lasers to residents was made by faculty for faculty.
More handouts and slide decks are developed each year.

Improving Resident Education in Cosmetic and Laser Dermatology

THEME: Training and education

In recent years, more and more US dermatology residency programs have recognized the importance of cosmetic
and laser education for all dermatology residents, not just those who go on to pursue cosmetic fellowships after
graduation. This shift is demonstrated by residency programs hiring directors of cosmetic dermatology education - a
role that historically was largely absent in academic dermatology practices.

Resources

For more information, and resources for residents and faculty, visit

Today, most of the dermatology residency programs in the United States have cosmetic directors. The Association www.theaacd.org

of Academic Cosmetic Dermatology (AACD) is composed of, run by, and committed to supporting these cosmetic
directors. We work together to strengthen resident education, faculty development, and patient care across all
academic dermatology residency programs.

References

1. Program Requirements for Graduate Medical Education in Dermatology. Accreditation Council
for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). Editorial revision: Effective July 1, 2023. Published July

Identifying gaps in U.S. dermatology
resident education

e ey . - - 2. Minkis K, Stratman EJ, Shi VJ, et al. Cosmetic directors on ACGME program requirements: A cross-
Much of the Association’s work in the past year has Engaging dermatology residents sectional survey. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2024;0(0). doi-10.1016/j jaad.2024.01.085
focused on understanding current gaps in dermatolo . .
& gap gy Acknowledglng the current differences between 3. Kang BY, Minkis K, Suozzi KC, et al. Cross-Sectional Survey of Hands-on Cosmetic and Laser

resident education. In the US, residency program
requirements are defined and enforced by the
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education
(ACGME). Currently, dermatology residency programs
are required by the ACGME to provide didactic
education about cosmetics and lasers, as well as

the opportunity for residents to observe laser, toxin
injection, and filler injection procedures. However, no
hands-on training is required?.

In a recent publication, the AACD identified that the
majority of US dermatology residencies would find no
difficulty in completing hands-on training minimums
for laser, toxin injection, and filler injection and that
most cosmetic directors believe there should be

such a requirement for hands-on experiences?. In
another study, the Association found that dermatology
residency programs do have the lasers/devices, space,
and faculty necessary to provide hands-on training,

though there were variations in how such training was
provided between programs3.

programs and gaps in resident education, the
Association has worked to provide free resources to all

dermatology residents, to improve equity in the training

landscape.

Dermatology residents are active participants in

all committees and at the AACD Annual Meeting.
Additionally, each month, AACD faculty hosts a journal
club for residents and faculty to discuss important

and novel publications. These sessions have attracted
dozens of attendees from programs across the US as
well as international trainees who are hoping to further
their training in the US.

In the past year, the AACD also published a Resident
Reading List and compilation of Resident Resources
from various societies and websites, both of which are
freely available online to residents.

1, 2023. Accessed April 23, 2024. https://www.acgme.org/Specialties/Dermatology/Program-

Requirements-and-FAQs-and-Applications

Training in Dermatology Residency. Poster presented at: American Academy of Dermatology
(AAD) Annual Meeting; March 8, 2024; San Diego, CA.

Dr Kira Minkis presenting Dr Erik Stratman with the 2023
AACD Kenneth A. Arndt Mentorship Award
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Association of Professors of

Dermatology

Promoting Excellence in Academic Dermatology

THEME: Training and education

The mission of the Association of Professors of Dermatology (APD) group is to advance dermatology through
exceptional education, science and clinical care. To that end, we have promoted these goals through the support

of continuous process improvement in our annual membership meeting. Topics have included diversity, equity and
inclusion, curricular design, the use of technology in the residency match process and the impact of improving clinical
operations in educational initiatives. The APD is also a leader in promoting diversity and inclusion in dermatology for

the benefit of our patients, our profession and our society.

Our main lecture, endowed and named in honour of Lowell
Goldsmith, MD, an international leader in dermatology,
featured Dr Davis Patterson who specifically discussed how
expanding the workforce in dermatology would help us
achieve health equity. An expert in public health and rural
health, Dr Patterson discussed data about the importance
of education, physician extenders and teledermatology.
Other topics discussed at the annual meeting focused on
the operational improvement of clinical care in academic
medical centres to improve access without impacting
educational opportunities for learners. Academic leadership
was prominently featured as was the use of dermatology
urgent clinics, artificial intelligence, bias in teaching
evaluations, unionization of residencies and wellness.

Our work is not limited to our yearly meeting. We have had
longitudinal conversations that have included partnerships
with other notable groups in the specialty, such as the
American Academy of Dermatology and the Association

of American Medical Colleges. We participated in robust
discussions about diversity, the cost associated with the
residency application system and alternative tracks into
paediatric dermatology. We are proud to provide a forum
for all subspecialties in academic dermatology to interact.
We have supported sub-groups in dermatopathology,
paediatric dermatology, surgical dermatology, program
directorship for both physicians and administrators.

We look forward to our upcoming meeting on November 15 and 16 in Chicago where Dr R. Rox Anderson, Professor
of Dermatology and Professor of Health Sciences and Technology at Harvard Medical School, will deliver the Lowell
Goldsmith lecture. Dr Anderson has been a leader in research and innovation in dermatology for decades. His

LOWELL A. GOLDSMITH, MD, MPH, one of the preeminent

leaders in academic dermatology over the past 50 years.

groundbreaking work and passion for dermatology is sure to enrich our educational agenda.
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Austrian Society for
Dermatology and Venereology

Reflecting on our journey and the introduction of SKINdeep

THEME: Training and education

The history of Austrian dermatology

While the Austrian Society of Dermatology and
Venereology (OGDV=0sterreichische Gesellschaft fiir
Dermatologie und Venerologie) acquired its current
name only in 1984, it was originally founded in 1890
under the name of Viennese Dermatological Society
(Wiener Dermatologische Gesellschaft). This, however,
was not the beginning of dermatovenereology in
Austria. A hundred years earlier, Joseph Plenck was
among the first to establish a nosologic classification of
skin diseases which, coinciding with the ongoing gain

of knowledge, was and still is continuously modified
and extended. Figureheads of the Society such as
Ferdinand von Hebra, Moriz Kaposi, Ernest Finger, Isidor
Neumann, Philipp J. Pick and many others have critically
and decisively contributed to the development of our
discipline on a worldwide scale.

This golden era came to an end after the so-called
»Anschluss” of Austria to Nazi Germany, which resulted
in an enormous brain drain caused by the persecution,
emigration and expulsion of leading representatives of
our field, such as Erich and Frederick Urbach, Leopold
Arzt, Wilhelm Kerl and others. After WW2, remarkable
efforts were made to tie in with the glorious past by
combining morphology-based dermatology with a new
type of science-driven dermatology originating in the
English-speaking world.

Led by Klaus Wolff, many young Austrian dermatologists
had the privilege of being trained at top universities

and research institutes in the USA where they learned
basic principles and methods of biochemistry, cell and
molecular biology, immunology, photobiology and other
disciplines.

Upon return to their home country, they succeeded

in making Austria, in the opinion of our peers, a

major player in the field of clinical and investigative
dermatovenereology. Editing and publishing a hopefully
high-quality journal is a further step in this strive for
excellence.

SKINdeep - a new dermatology journal

Having a strong academic commitment, the Austrian
Society of Dermatology and Venereology is in the
process of establishing an international double-blind,
peer-reviewed, open-access online-only journal,
termed SKINdeep. It aims to become a high-quality
platform in the field of clin